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The Next TAC Graduation will be January 29, 2015.  

34th Graduation was October 16, 2015.                           
Mrs. Debra Adamson spoke at the graduation. 

 

Three Participants Graduated:  

Harley Smith 

Steven McClellan 

Matthew Bradford  

 

 

 

 

  

 

2016 CALENDAR 

 
February 11 

CASA and TAC will be pre-

senting on Accountability 

Court and CASA program at 

the Lamar County Family 

Connections Meeting 

 

February 22-23 

Risk Needs Assessment 

Training 

 

March 21-22 

Felony  Training 

 

March 28 

Effective Drug Testing  

Training 

 

April 18-19 

Motivational  

Interviewing Training 

 

April 25 

Treating and Supervising 

Meth Addicts Training 

 

April 15    

Relay for Life (booth)   

Fundraiser 

 

April 22,23 

BBQ and Blues (booth) 

Fundraiser 

 

July TBA 

Back to School Bash in Butts, 

Lamar and Monroe Counties 

 

September TBA 

Buggy Days in  Barnesville 

(booth) Fundraiser 

Graduation  



 

33rd Graduation was July 24, 2015. Reverend Garth Forster, Reverend of First Baptist Church of Barnesville, 
spoke at the graduation. Four Participants Graduated: Kathleen Parrish, Ashley Reynolds, Joshua Smith,        
and Kody Palmer. 

  

 

Graduation Continued... 

Anger Management Training 

 
July 9-10, 2015- Certified Anger Management 
Training took place in Macon, Georgia. Ms. Jes-
sica Arp-Counselor and Patricia Gavel-Executive 
Director, attended the training.  
 
Choice Based Anger Control is based on the 
simple assumption that anger is a choice. Choice 
Based Anger Control is designed to empower 
the individual to take control of their life by de-
veloping strategies and techniques to calm the 
anger within. Anger control is about transform-
ing lives by choices and actions and developing 
the skills for making quality choices that lead to 
positive personal growth and development. This 
program offers anger management for teens, 
adults and the workplace. 

By Jessica Arp 

August 17-18, 2015-Seeking safety is the first empirically stud-

ied, integrative treatment approach developed specifically for 

PTSD and substance abuse. For persons with this prevalent 

and difficult-to-treat dual diagnosis, the most urgent clinical 

need is to establish safety--to work toward discontinuing sub-

stance use, letting go of dangerous relationships, and gaining 

control over such extreme symptoms as dissociation and self-

harm. The manual is divided into 25 specific units or topics, 

addressing a range of different cognitive, behavioral, and inter-

personal domains. Each topic provides highly practical tools 

and techniques to engage patients in treatment; teach "safe 

coping skills" that apply to both disorders; and restore ideals 

that have been lost, including respect, care, protection, and 

healing. Structured yet flexible, topics can be conducted in any 

order and in a range of different formats and settings. Joseph 

Sweeney– Counselor and Jessica Arp- Counselor attended this 

training in Peachtree City.  

By Joseph Sweeney 

Seeking Safety Training 



July 15, 2015-Facilitator training for Active Parenting 

took place in Decatur, GA. Ms. Patricia Gavel, Execu-

tive Director, Ms. Jessica Arp, Counselor, and Ms. Geor-

gia Marshall, Program Assistant attended the training to 

attain their certification.  

Active Parenting teaches parents a comprehensive model 

for parenting children aged 5-12. The facilitator intro-

duces topics through group discussions and reinforces 

them through practice activities. Towaliga Accountability 

Court’s own case manager, Ms. Becky Patterson, has 

been certified and teaching parenting classes for four 

years.  

By Georgia Marshall 

Active Parenting Training 

August 24-28, 2015– The administrative and treatment 

staff went to Savannah, Georgia to participate in the 

annual Georgia School of Addiction Studies. This an-

nual training program provides a week of workshops, 

resources, material, and updated treatment material to 

help meet licensing and certification needs of sub-

stance treating individuals. GSAS is one of the leaders 

in providing the most thought provoking and current 

treatment information necessary to meet the needs of 

participants needing treatment for substance abuse, 

PTSD, Co-occurring disorders, trauma and anger man-

agement in an addiction treatment program. The 

Showcase speaker this year was Judge Glenda Hatch-

ett. She is a well-known TV personality and author. 

She has presided over the two-time Emmy-nominated 

former court show, Judge Hatchett. She is a founding 

partner at the national law firm, The Hatchett Firm, 

PC. She spoke at the Wednesday morning plenary ses-

sion.  

By Jennifer Walker 

Georgia School of Addiction Studies 

Moral Reconation Therapy 

September 14-17. 2015- Moral Reconation Therapy 

(MRT) is a cognitive-behavioral program used for sub-

stance abuse treatment. It combines education, group 

and individual counseling. MRT provides structured ex-

ercises designed to foster moral development in treat-

ment-resistant clients. MRT is used as one form of treat-

ment at Towaliga Accountability Courts. Correctional 

Counseling Inc. provided this four day training. Among 

those is attendance were Ms. Jessica Arp, counselor, and 

Georgia Marshall, program assistant. 

By Georgia Marshall 

October 5-7 2015– Cognitive Behavioral Intervention 
(CBI) is an evidence-based intervention. It purposes that 
a person’s thinking controls their behavior. In CBI, par-
ticipants learn new coping skills, social skills, and new 
ways of thinking in order to alter their behavior. In other 
words, these specific types of intervention programs as-
sist an offender in restructuring the thought process and 
teaches them  cognitive skills to assist them in basic deci-
sion-making and problem solving.  Mr. Christopher  
Morgan, counselor, was in attendance.  

By Christopher Morgan 

Cognitive Behavioral Intervention Training 

November 9-10, 2015- The Veteran Mentor Boot Camp took 
place in Peachtree City, with 45+ Georgia attendees.  The Buf-
falo Veterans Court were the lead presenters. The program 
discussed failures and successes, things to do and things not to 
do. The Buffalo court has 160+ clients and a 92% success 
rate. They said their success rate is due to a very strong sup-
port from their Judge, the D.A. office,  and their Sheriff. But 
their Mentors are the KEY to making the program work. Re-
member they also have a large population in their county. 
 
Can our local court be as successful ?  Based on what I see, 
no! Our three county area does not have a large vet. popula-
tion, our county commissioners, D.A., Sheriff dept. weak  
support and wrapping several programs in same wrapper pulls 
success possibly down. But we need to persist in trying to put 
in place a strong Veteran court !  

     By L.D. Park 

Veteran Mentor Boot Camp 

Child Abuse and Neglect Protocol Training 

October 22, 2015– Towaliga Accountability Court’s Case 
Manager, Becky Patterson along with Georgia Marshall, 
Program Assistant, attended an informational meet and 
greet put on by Lamar Country DFCS. The event was held 
at the Barnesville Civic Center. The purpose of this event 
was to provide information regarding the protocols for the 
reporting of child abuse and neglect in the state of Georgia. 
Many local law enforcement agencies were in attendance 
along with guest speaker Jodi Ann Spiegel-Deputy Director 
of the Office of the Child Advocate for the state of  
Georgia. 

By Becky Patterson 



Appreciation Ceremony for Judge Fears 
October 6, 2016- Judge William A. Fears was honored for his dedicated service to the Towaliga Judicial Circuit communities 

in Butts, Lamar and Monroe Counties. Towaliga Accountability Court and Towaliga Parental Accountability Court were in 

charge of the event, which took place in the Lamar County courthouse. This event was a surprise to Judge Fears. He was pre-

sented with an eagle trophy (shown below) and a framed photo of team members of both programs. Dr. William T. Simmons, 

Sixth District Court Administrator for the Towaliga Accountability Circuit presented spoke words of appreciation at the 

event. Judge Fears kindly thanked everyone and took a moment of silence in remembrance of Sheriff Larry Waller.  

 

  

 

 

 

TAC and PAC Honor Judge Fears 

Left: Stacey Sittin, PAC Coordinator; 

Judge Fears, and Patricia Gavel, TAC  

Executive Director  

 

Right:: Dr. William T. Simmons, Sixth 

District Court Administrator for the  

Towaliga Accountability Circuit 

 

Below: The TAC and PAC staff  

Photos Credited to  

Barnesville Herald Gazette 



Larry and Glenna Waller Scholarship 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Larry & Glenna Waller 

"The true meaning of  life is to plant trees, under whose shade you do 

not expect to sit."                                                    ---Nelson Henderson 

Lamar County is fortunate to have many people who have given of themselves, but few couples in our communi-

ty have been more giving of their time and talent than Glenna and Larry Waller. Lamar County lost a true public 

servant when Larry Waller died December 12, 1945 – February 11, 2015. Certainly many people in this com-

munity continue to benefit from “trees” Larry planted as we reflect on his personal testimony and his legacy of 

helping others. Larry and Glenna truly built their lives around making a difference. Glenna continues ministering 

through her church, community involvement and continued leadership as President/CEO of Little Children of 

the World. 

How can we best honor this legacy? One way is to continue to provide help to others far into the future through 

the endowment of The Larry and Glenna Waller Scholarship at Gordon State College, Larry’s beloved alma 

mater, where he also served as a faculty member. 

A gift to the scholarship fund will ensure that a deserving young man or woman is able to receive a college edu-

cation.  When this scholarship is fully endowed it will continue indefinitely making a difference in the lives of 

students. What a fitting tribute to this giving couple! 

Checks may be made to the Gordon State College Foundation. Mark the check for the Larry and Glenna Waller 

Scholarship Fund. Gifts of any size are welcomed and are tax-deductible. Gifts may be mailed to the Gordon 

State College Foundation, 419 College Drive, Barnesville, GA 30204. Gifts of stock or other property may also 

be given, please call the advancement office at 678-359-5124 for information on how to make a gift of stock or a 

gift by credit card. 

For further information about this fund please call Patricia Gavel at 706-819-2978. 



Fall Festival Exhibits Butts Co. 
Jackson Alive Fall Festival 

 

October 31, 2015- Towaliga Accountability Courts and Towaliga CASA set up a booth in order to 

bring awareness to the two programs. Drug Court brochures were handed out in order to get the 

word out about Towaliga Accountability Courts’ service offered and to inform the public about 

how Drug Courts help their community.  

 

 

 

Top: TAC and CASA booth pictured with Lulu Casa, Towaliga CASA’s mascot 

Bottom Right : Close up of  the TAC and CASA boards created for the booth. 

Lulu CASA with the children of the staff 



Fall Festival Exhibits Lamar Co. 
“Trick or  Treat on Thomaston Street” Fall Festival 

 

October 31, 2015- Towaliga Accountability Courts and Towaliga CASA set up a booth in order to 

bring awareness of  the two programs. TAC brochures were handed out in order to get the word 

out about new services offered and to inform the public how the Accountability Courts help their 

community save money and lives.  

 

 

 

Top: Lulu Casa giving out candy to the children on Thomaston St. in Barnesville  

Bottom Left: Line of  trick-or-treaters  

Bottom Right: Lulu and Georgia Marshall, Program Assistant 



Patricia Gavel Graduates from Leadership Lamar 

November 12, 2015– Executive Director, Patricia Gavel, graduated from the Leadership Lamar 

program. Leadership Lamar is a 15 week program that covers topics such as conducting success-

ful meetings, understanding values, communicating effectively, and managing conflict just to name 

a few. In addition to classes, participants get an in depth tour of  local farms and industries as well 

as local government and emergency management services. 

These tours are designed to highlight the social and economic impact that local farms and indus-

tries have on Lamar County and provide a better understanding of  the many facets of  local gov-

ernment while demonstrating how they all work together for the good of  the community. 

Participants also have the opportunity to tour the Georgia Power Resource Center in Atlanta 

where they learn about the economic development process at the state level and how that trans-

lates into local development. 

Graduates from the program walk away with new friendships and a much better understanding of  

what makes a successful community tick as well as the importance of  volunteering and speaking 

out. 

Top Left: All of the Leadership Lamar  

Graduates. 

 

Top Right: Patricia Gavel and Mrs. Glenna Waller. 

 

Bottom Left: Patricia Gavel presents Mrs. Glenna 

Waller with a check to start The Larry and Glenna 

Waller Scholarship at Gordon State College.  

Daughter, Mrs. Melanie Waller Foster and Gordon 

College representative, Rhonda Toon. 



 

November 25, 2015– Lamar County had their annual Christmas Illumination Celebration. TAC 

took this opportunity to spread some of  the holiday spirits. The participants were able to enjoy 

the celebration with kicking off  the holiday season.  

 

Lamar County  

Illumination Celebration 

 

December 3, 2015– TAC and Towaliga CASA entered a float into the Forsyth-Monroe Christmas 

parade in downtown Forsyth, GA. The theme of  the parade was “Star Spangled Christmas.”  

 

TAC brought along some veterans to join them on the float. The TAC theme was “Freedom to 

Celebrate” as a remembrance to all the men and women in the service who have given their lives 

so that American’s are free to celebrate holidays like Christmas.  

 

Hometown Holidays  

Christmas Parade – Forsyth, GA 

A final close-up of the gingerbread 

house ready for the Forsyth Parade :Lulu Casa with her new friends Mary Moo Moo and Mr. Sumo Ballerina 



December 4, 2015- TAC and Towaliga CASA entered a float into the Jackson Christmas Parade. 

Jackson Christmas Parade 

Top: TAC staff  and children riding on the float. 

Bottom: Lulu Casa walking alongside the float greeting the crowd.  

Photos Credited to  Jackson Progress-Argus  



Treatment Map 

 
Substance Abuse  

Treatment 
 

Treatment Plan 
Case Management 

Psyche Services 
Ancillary services 

          1) Seeking Safety 
2) MRT-Intense /Anger Mgt. 
  3) Living in Balance-Intense 

Individual Counseling 
Random Drug Testing 

Family Support 

Substance Abuse  
Treatment 

 
Treatment Plan 

Case Management 
Veterans Justice  

Coordinator (VJC) Services 
Ancillary services 

         1) MATRIX 
         2) MRT/Anger Mgt. 
         3) Living in Balance 

Individual Counseling 
Random Drug Testing 

Family Support 
 

 

Program Entry: Psychosocial Assessment, LSR-I, TCUDSII, and Correctional Mental 

Health Screening tools.  

 

Substance Abuse 
Treatment 

 
Treatment Plan 

Case Management 
Ancillary services 

         1) MATRIX 
         2) MRT/Anger Mgt. 

       3) Living in Balance 

Individual Counseling 
Random Drug Testing 

Family Support 
 

 

Adult Felony Court Veterans Court 
Mental Health  

Court 

Ancillary services but not limited to: case management, access to medication,  integrated dual disorder 
treatment (IDDT), benefits, primary health care, housing, probation or parole, education, housing, em-
ployment, family support, peer support, transportation. 
 

   Re-Entry  

Substance Abuse  
Treatment 

 
Treatment Plan 

Case Management 
Psyche Services 
Treatment Plan 

Ancillary services 
Track 1: MATRIX 
               MRT/Anger Mgt. 
             Living in Balance 

Or  
Track 2:  Seeking Safety 
  MRT-Intense/Anger Mgt. 
   Living in Balance-Intense 

Individual Counseling 
Random Drug Testing 

Family Support 

          

       

Specialty Drug Testing 

Bath Salts, K2/Spice, Fentanyl,  

GHB, Kratom, Ketamine, Steriod 

4.2 % 

93 % 

2.7 % 

Participants: 28 

9 Panel Drug Screens: 1541 

Amphetamines 

Benzodiazepine 

6-AM 

Cannabinoids 

Cocaine 

ETG/Alcohol 

Opiates 

Oxycodone 

Creatinine 

 

TOTAL SCREENS: 13,869 

 



  
  
SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE 
GROUP 

Substance Abuse Group therapy offers positive peer support; coping skills; a substitute family that 
may be healthier than a client’s family of origin; structure and discipline often absent in the lives of 
people abusing substances; and finally, the hope, support, and encouragement necessary to break free 
from substance abuse. Matrix and Moral Reconation Therapy are evidence-based curriculums taught 
in our group therapy setting. Matrix covers Individual/Conjoint, Early Recovery Skills, and Relapse 
Prevention. Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) is a systematic, cognitive-behavioral, step-by-step 
treatment strategy designed to enhance self-image, promote growth of a positive, productive identity, 
and facilitate the development of higher stages of moral reasoning.   
Duration: 12 weeks. 
 
 
Classes on Tuesday & Thursday   10:00am-12:00pm                              Cost   $50.00 weekly 

  
HEALTHY  
BOUNDARIES 
GROUP 
  

Establishing healthy boundaries in relationships is the starting point to becoming self-dependent. 
Identifying thoughts, emotions and actions that lead to low self-esteem. Building physical, emotional, 
spiritual and intellectual boundaries will help maintain healthy relationships. 
Duration: 12 weeks. 

 Classes on                                     10:00am-12:00pm                                       Cost   $25.00 weekly 

  
 
 
ACTIVE PARENTING 

Active Parenting Now training material is designed to teach individuals a method of parenting and 
problem solving that will help them prepare their children to courageously meet the challenges life 
will pose. And it will help build relationships that bring joy and satisfaction for a lifetime. 
Duration: 6 weeks. 

Classes on Wednesday 1:00pm-2:30pm /  3:00pm-4:30pm  /  6pm-7:30pm    
                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                      Cost   $25.00 weekly 

 
SMOKING 
CESSATION 
GROUP 

Group support to help individuals quit cigarette smoking, including reasons to quit, steps to quit, tips 
on handling cravings, medications that can help, and what to do if you slip. 
Duration: 6 weeks. 

 Classes on Tuesday                            3:30pm-5:00pm                                                    Cost   FREE 

  
  
  
LIFE 
SKILLS 

Life Skills, precisely defined, means problem-solving behaviors appropriately and responsibly used in 
the management of personal affairs. As problem-solving behaviors, life skills liberate in a way, since 
they include a relatively small class of behaviors usable in many life situations. Appropriate use re-
quires an individual to adapt the behaviors to time and place. Responsible use requires maturity, or 
accountability. And as behaviors used in the management of personal affairs, the life skills apply to 
five areas of life responsibility identified as self, family, leisure, community and job. Duration: 17 
weeks. 

 Classes on Monday                            6:00pm-8:00pm                                  Cost   $25.00 weekly 

  
MRT / ANGER 
MANAGEMENT 
GROUP 

SAMHSA approved anger management group treatment curriculum designed for substance abuse 
and mental health clients. It provides individuals participating in the anger management group treat-
ment with a summary of core concepts that will help individuals develop the skills that are necessary 
to successfully manage anger. 
Duration: 8 weeks. 
 
Classes on Wednesday       10:00am-12:00pm /   3:00pm-5:00pm      Cost   $25.00 weekly 

  
HELP 2 HEAL 
FAMILIES 

This workshop is an intensive program designed to provide education, support and therapy to adults 
and adolescents ages 14 and older. The staff believes that those who have been in relationships with 
alcohol- and drug - addicted individuals experience their own struggles and pain. If the family is to 
survive and grow, it is critical that the individual members begin their own recovery process. 
 
 
Classes on 1st Monday of Each Month  3:30pm-5:00pm                                          Cost   FREE 



Partners 

101 Commerce Plaza, Suite 3 

Barnesville, GA 30204 

770-358-5269 

770-872-3730 Fax 

Hours of Operation 

Monday – Friday 8am to 

5pm EST 

Lamar County Counseling 

Center and Peer Center 

133 Forsyth Street, Suite 3 

Barnesville, Georgia 30204 

770.358.8369 
 

Care Connection           770.358.5252 

Grievance Hot Line      770.358.8466  

 
  

 

  
Mobile Crisis Services 

The Mobile Crisis Team (MCT) is a short-term crisis intervention service, provided in the 

community for those adults, children and adolescents undergoing an acute crisis that presents a 

risk of  imminent harm to self  or others. 

Available 24 hours/ 7 days per week 

Provides alternatives to emergency room care and/or law enforcement involvement. Offers alter-

native to institutional placement or state hospital admission. Operates out of  centrally located call 

center.                                                 Call 1-877-566-5470 

Community Based Outpatient Clinic for Veterans:  
Macon  CBOC                                                                           Stockbridge CBOC 
5398 Thomaston Rd., Ste. B                                                      175 Medical Blvd. 
Macon, GA 31220                                                                     Stockbridge, GA 30281 
(478) 476-8868                                                                          (404) 329-2222 

Veterans Crisis Line– 1-800-273-8255  

                     Veterans Justice Outreach (VJO Specialist)   Kathryn Andrade 404-321-6111 Ext. 6257 

                        Veterans Mentor Coordinator                              Veterans Mentor  

                           Lawton Parks 678-572-5802                               Elmo Remick 478-214-2481 

 Board of  Directors 

Hon. William A. Fears                       Hon. Sharon Sullivan                     Ms. Debbie Adamson 

Chairman                                           Butts County Courthouse                  Business Owner  

Towaliga Judicial Circuit                     Juvenile Court 

Superior Court 

 

Ms. Nancy Thrash                              Mayor Peter Banks                       Mr. Doug Smith, JD 

County Commissioner                        City of Barnesville                     Attorney 

  

Rev. Garth Forster                             Rev. Craig Ogletree                           Mr. Clifford Barber 

Pastor- First Baptist Church               Pastor-Spring Hill Baptist Church     Community Representative 

  

168 Old Brent Rd, Forsyth, GA 31029 

478) 994-7600   

 

Georgia Crisis & Access Line                                       

1.800.715.4225 

https://www.river-edge.org/

